European Commission
Enterprise and Industry

The Iron Curtain Trail

Concluding Awareness-raising Workshop
with special focus on South-Eastern European countries

16" March 2010, Sofia (Bulgaria)
Holiday Inn SOFIA
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Moderation:

—

Mr Christian Baumgartner (Naturefriends International) and
Mr Adam Bodor (European Cyclists' Federation)

Panels and Speakers

8.00 - 9.00

Registration
Time for networking and activities in the lobby

9.00 - 9.40

Welcome and Opening
n.n., Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism, Bulgaria - tbc

Ms Katarzyna Sobierajska, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Sport and Tourism,
Poland

Dr Mikids Kovécs, State Secretary for Tourism, Hungary - tbc
Mr Pedro Ortin, DG Enterprise and Industry, European Commission

9.40 -10.45

The Iron Curtain Trail as a EuroVelo route — strengths and weaknesses
Mr Michael Cramer, Member of the European Parliament

Mr Bernhard Ensink, European Cyclists' Federation (ECF)

Mr Les Lumsdon, Institute of Transport and Tourism, University of Central
Lancashire, United Kingdom - tbc

Panel discussion:

Mr Michael Cramer, Member of the European Parliament

Mr Les Lumsdon, Institute of Transport and Tourism, University of Central
Lancashire, United Kingdom - tbc

Mr Bernhard Ensink, European Cyclists' Federation (ECF)

Mr Alois Lang, IUCN, Green Belt Ambassador

The presentations and the panel focus on the economic dimension of biking
tourism in Europe, the potentials of the Iron Curtain Trail and local added value
that could be created by the development of a biking route.

10.45-11.15

Coffee break

11.15-12.45

Cycling & Tourism - European Good Practices as models for the Iron Curtain
Trail
Presentations and panel discussion:

Success factor networking — the example ‘Schweiz Mobil’, Mr Lukas Stadtherr,
Stiftung Schweiz Mobil, Switzerland — tbc

Cyclists welcome - successful certification of cycle-friendly tourist
businesses in Central Europe, Mr Juraj Flamik, Czech Greenways Program,
Czech Republic

Long distance biking in the North of Europe, Mr Jens-Erik Larsen, Foreningen
Frie Fugle, Denmark

Via Verde de la Sierra. Example of Sustainable Tourism in an isolated rural area.
Ms Carmen Aycart Luengo, Spanish Greenway Program and EGWA (European
Greenways Association), Spain

Naturathlon — a bike event along the Green Belt, Mr Daniel Mourek, Czech
Environmental Partnership Foundation, Czech Republic

The presentations and the panel discuss experiences, success factors, challenges
and obstacles in European long-distance cycling routes or destinations with a
focus on cycling.

12.45-13.00

1 conclusion highlighting success factors and challenges for cycling tourism
Mr Christian Baumgartner and Mr Adam Bodor

13.00 — 14.30

Lunch break (buffet)




—

14.30 — 15.45 | The Southern part of the Iron Curtain Trail — biking experiences in the
region: next steps for the Iron Curtain Trail
Short presentations:
Mountainbike Tourism and Romanian Cycling Network, Mr Radu Mititean,
Federatia Biciclistilor Din Romania, Romania
Danube Biking Trail in SEE, Mr Jovan Erakovic, Cycle Association ‘Cyclonaut’,
Serbia
Danube Greenways Day - festival of culinary specialities and cultural
traditions along ICT, Ms Radostina Marinova, Foundation Ekoobscnost, Bulgaria
Pannonian Peace trail between Osijek — Vukovar and Novi Sad, example of
cross border cooperation supported by IPA, IUCN a.o., Mr Dusko Medic,
Green Network of Voivodina, Serbia
Panel discussion:
Mr Radu Mititean, Federatia Biciclistilor Din Romania, Romania
Mr Jovan Erakovic, Cycle Association ‘Cyclonaut’, Serbia
Ms Radostina Marinova, Foundation Ekoobscnost, Bulgaria
Mr Dusko Medic, Green Network of Voivodina, Serbia
Mr Alois Lang, IUCN, Green Belt Ambassador
The presentations and the panel discuss next steps and supporting frameworks for
the implementation of the Iron Curtain Trail.

15.45-16.15 | Coffee break

16.15—-17.15 | The Iron Curtain Trail as a means for sustainable regional development:
European Territorial Cooperation for Cross-Border Projects
Panel discussion:
Mr Imre Csalagovits, Director of the Joint Technical Secretariat 'South East
Europe (SEE), Hungary — tbc
n.n., Ministry of Economy and Finance, Managing Authority OP 'Greece-Bulgaria’,
Bulgaria — tbc
Mr Kiril Geratliev and Ms Dimana Sadonkova, Managing Authority IPA CBC
(Instrument for the Pre-Accession Assistance) for BG-SER and BUL-FROM,
Serbia-Bulgaria
The final panel compares and discusses several financial instruments for the
support of cross-border and international projects.

17.15-17.30 | Final conclusions
Mr Christian Baumgartner and Mr Adam Bodor

17.30 - 18.00 | Closing remarks

Mr Michael Cramer, Member of the European Parliament
Mr Pedro Ortun, DG Enterprise and Industry, European Commission

Ms Katarzyna Sobierajska, Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Sport and Tourism,
Poland

Dr Miklés Kovéacs, State Secretary for Tourism, Hungary — tbc
n.n., Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism, Bulgaria — tbc

Interpretation in and from the following languages will be provided: (tbc)

Bulgarian, English; Greek, Romanian, Macedonian, Turkish;

Info points and video projection should stimulate networking activities in the lobby.
Place of the venue: Hotel Holiday Inn Sofia

111 Alexander Malinov Boulevard
Sofia, 1766 Bulgaria

Registration and further information at http://ec.europa.eu/iron-curtain-trail




